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The astonishing result was a decisive victory for the
' untrained rabble/ who routed the Imperial troops at
Montmartre. Thiers and his assembly fled to Versailles, and
the victorious National Guard set up the Paris Commune.
The reaction of Paris to the defeats and betrayals of 1870
must have played a large part in influencing the French
rulers of 1940 not to defend the city, when Hitler's troops
were on the march.
The proclamation establishing the Commune read as-
follows: cThe working people of Paris, in the midst of the
' defeats and betrayals of the ruling class, have realized that
they must save the situation by taking the conduct of public
affairs into their own hands... They have realized that it
is their highest duty and their absolute right to make
themselves mastei s of their own fates and to seize the power
of the government.'
While the Central Committee of the National Guard
established the government of the Commune at Paris, the
Provisional Government of Thiers was set up at Versailles^
wHere negotiations took place with the Prussians for the
partition of France. Rochefort and a handful of deputies—
as were Blum, Mandel, Herriot and a few others seventy
years later—were opposed to any concessions to the Prussians
and any dismemberment of France. They resigned from the
National Assembly rather than be party to the carving up of
their country., and announced their support for the Commune*
The Commune, incidentally, had nothing to do with
Communists—the French Communists Party was not founded
till 1921—but got its name from the government set up
in the Commune, or municipality of Paris. The principal
demand was for autonomy of the Commune of Paris, and
the Communards counted such famous names as Gustave
Courbet the artist, Hugo the writer, and Clemenceau tEe
future statesman among their ranks.
It is interesting to note some of the measures introduced
during its brief two months of power.
Firstly, the old imperial armies were dissolved and all
those capable of bearing arms were expected to join the

